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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

A

s we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we should prayerfully
reflect on our own baptism and what our baptism calls forth from us. Living
in faithfulness to our baptismal vocation, our lives and our world will be richly
blessed in this new year.

The Baptism of Christ. Almeida Júnior. 1895.

How sad it is that so few Christians regularly call to mind what is now ours by virtue
of our baptism. In baptism, we die to sin so as to rise to the newness of life in the risen
Christ. Each one of us participates, here and now, in the risen life of Jesus Christ. What
a remarkable truth that is! We dwell now in the risen Christ and Christ dwells in us.
As remarkable as that truth is, it leads us to a still more remarkable truth. As we live in
faithfulness to the risen life of Christ in us, we strengthen our confidence that one day
we will enjoy the fullness of Christ’s risen life forever. Amazing! Admittedly, it is quite
difficult for us to reflect on this truth, and to deepen our appreciation and appropriation
of this truth; that we dwell now in the risen life of Christ so as to have the real and certain
hope of one day knowing the fullness of his risen life forever. What makes it difficult for
us to reflect on this truth, so as to own this truth, is that it so exceeds our human capacity
to understand it. At the same time, we are still able to intuitively grasp what this truth
calls forth from us, and, unfortunately, many persons recoil from what this truth calls
forth from them.
As we now share in the risen life of Christ by virtue of our baptism, we should desire to
deepen and strengthen our participation in his risen life. This requires a regular practice
of prayer. To pray is simply to share honestly with God all of your own hopes, dreams,
desires, doubts, and disappointments, and then to quiet yourself to hear God speak to you
of all that is right, beautiful, and true in your life, but also what needs to change in your
life if you are to be faithful to that risen life of Christ in which you now share. To deepen
and strengthen our participation in the risen life of Christ also requires that we actively
seek to make his life our life which we do when we shape our daily living according to
his values – his values of compassion, generosity, mercy, forgiveness, selflessness, service
to all, and an active concern for the poor, the vulnerable and marginalized of our world.
Here is where many Christians recoil from doing what is required in order to strengthen
their participation in the risen life of Christ within them so as to also strengthen their
hope of one day enjoying the fullness of that life forever.
The values of Jesus Christ are clearly not the values of this world. It is, therefore, difficult
each day to consciously choose to conform our lives to his values rather than simply
acquiescing to a life lived in conformity to the values of this world. Yet, it is only by
our willingness to conform our values to the values of Jesus Christ, that we deepen our
participation in his risen life, strengthen our hope of one day sharing in that life forever,
and serve as instruments through whom this world is transformed so that it better reflects
God’s original vision for it. May we make of this new year a blessing for us and for our
world by our embrace of our baptismal vocation!
— Rev. Mark Hallinan, S.J.
Associate Pastor
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Social Distancing Socials.
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays.
6:00 PM. Zoom.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12th

Tuesday Night Book Group: Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis.
7:00 PM. Zoom.

Weekday Masses (Monday to Friday)
8:30 AM (Church), 12:10 PM (Church) &
5:30 PM (Church/Livestream)
Saturday: 8:30 AM (Church)
Saturday Vigil
Sunday:
Solemn

5:30 PM
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
7:30 PM

Fr. Hilbert
Fr. Amiot
Fr. Hilbert
Fr. Yesalonia
Fr. Yesalonia

SPECIAL COLLECTION
This weekend, our Parish will take a
special collection for the
Catholic Communications Campaign
and
The Catholic University of America.
Thank you for your generosity.

Join Our Email Mailing List!
We invite you to join our email mailing list to receive
updates on parish news and events.
To sign-up, scan the QR code at left or
visit stignatiusloyola.org/index.php/
about_us/parish-email-list

Follow St. Ignatius on Social Media!

To stay up-to-date on parish news,
follow us on Instagram and Facebook
at stignatiusnyc.

Announced Masses and Readings
for the Week
Monday, January 11th
(First Monday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 1:1–6 Psalm 97 Mark 1:14–20
8:30 MEM The Meehan Family
12:10 MEM Valentino Mazzia
5:30 MEM George Terriberry
Tuesday, January 12th
(First Tuesday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 2:5–12 Psalm 8 Mark 1:21–28
8:30 MEM Living & Deceased Members of the
Brenninkmeijer Family
12:10 MEM Barbara Schwanhäuser
5:30 MEM Stratford Wallace
Wednesday, January 13th
(First Wednesday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 2:14–18 Psalm 105 Mark 1:29–39
8:30 MEM John Francis McCaffrey
12:10 MEM Sose & Mark Prekelezaj
5:30 MEM Sr. Maurice Wayda
Thursday, January 14th
(First Thursday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 3:7–14 Psalm 95 Mark 1:40–45
8:30 MEM Solange Falzon
12:10 MEM Donna Jonkheer
5:30 MEM Bill Hassett
Friday, January 15th
(First Friday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 4:1–5, 11 Psalm 78 Mark 2:1–12
8:30 MEM Jack O'Leary
12:10 MEM Robert Trump
5:30 MEM Rosa DiVico & Luigi Vuotto
Saturday, January 16th
(First Saturday in Ordinary Time)
Hebrews 4:12–16 Psalm 19 Mark 2:13–17
8:30 MEM John & Nora Reilly
Sunday, January 17th (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time)
1 Samuel 3:3b–10, 19
Psalm 40
1 Corinthians 6:13c–15a, 17–20 John 1:35–42

