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“States have the right and duty to protect their borders, but this should be balanced by the moral obligation to 
provide refuge. With the abuse of vulnerable migrants, we are not witnessing the legitimate exercise of national 
sovereignty, but rather serious crimes committed or tolerated by the state. Increasingly inhumane measures are 
being taken—even politically celebrated—to treat these “undesirables” as if they were garbage and not human 
beings.” Pope Leo XIV.

Noray Sontay Ramos had only one memory of her childhood in Guatemala. She was eight-years-old when gang 
members beat her mother, Estela Ramos Baton, and left her bleeding on the floor. In the spring of 2016, Estala 
fled Guatemala with Noray. They made it to Arizona where they were detained but then released. Noray and 
her mom went to Los Angeles where Noray’s mom found work as a seamstress. She applied for asylum but was 
denied and an order of removal was entered in 2021. Estela continued to pursue legal avenues to remain in the 
United States while battling high blood pressure and nerve pain. It took time for Noray to adjust to life in the 
United States but at age 17 she blossomed as a student and athlete. This past summer, Estela was ordered to 
report to immigration court with her daughter. They were both detained and deported to Guatemala. Shortly 
after Noray’s 18th birthday, her mother passed away suddenly. Noray was left to create a life in a country that she 
and her mother once fled with the hope of a brighter future.

Carmen’s abusive husband came home drunk one-night last summer. He pounded and kicked the door. He 
threatened to kill her as her young son watched in horror. She called police, eventually obtaining a restraining 
order. Months later he returned and beat her again. Police came again and he was eventually deported. Carmen 
applied for a U Visa that allows crime victims a way to stay in the United States legally. Unfortunately, the 
current administration routinely ignores pending applications. During an immigration check-in in June of 
this year, Carmen was detained. Without anyone to take care of her son, he was placed with his mother in a 
family detention facility. Her lawyer informed authorities of her pending application as well as medical issues 
that both Carmen and her son had. They were deported to their home country. When she arrived in her home 
country, her husband was waiting for her. With no other options, she went to live with him and is now a 
prisoner in his home.

We were told that the focus of immigration enforcement efforts would be the “worst of the worst.” Instead, we 
are witnessing indiscriminate dragnets, some of which ensnare citizens and others who are lawfully present in 
the United States, all for the purpose of meeting arbitrary quotas. We are also seeing federal agents acting with 
violence toward peaceful protestors, journalists, and individuals seeking to accompany persons to immigration 
court. A climate of fear and intimidation is being cultivated to facilitate the deportation of any and all migrants, 
and to silence all protests against current policies and practices. Let Pope Leo have the final word:

"The experience of migration accompanies the history of the People of God. Abraham sets out without knowing 
where he is going; Moses leads the pilgrim people through the desert; Mary and Joseph flee with the child Jesus 
to Egypt. Christ himself, who 'came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him' (Jn 1:11), lived 
among us as a stranger. For this reason, the Church has always recognized in migrants a living presence of the 
Lord who, on the day of judgment, will say to those on his right: 'I was a stranger and you welcomed me' (Mt 
25:35)." Pope Leo XIV "Dilexit te: On the Love of the Poor” [73]

— Rev. Mark C. Hallinan, S.J.
Associate Pastor

Have Mercy on Us, O Lord



IGNITE Tech Support for Seniors Program
November 16th and December 7th

12:30 PM to 1:30 PM in the Parish House 
Our parish is launching a new initiative bringing high 

school students together with senior parishioners to 
provide one-on-one technology support. Seniors are 
invited to bring phones, tablets, or laptops for help 

with everyday tech questions.

To express interest or ask further questions, 
contact alexmarcus@gmail.com or visit ignite.nyc.

Visions of Gratitude: An Exploration of 
Thanksgiving Celebrations through the 

Lens of Visual Art
Tuesday, November 18th 

1 PM
Wallace Hall 

(enter through the Parish House at 980 Park Avenue)

Speaker: Helen Lee, Art Educator & Lecturer 
Join Circle of Friends for an inspiring exploration of 
Thanksgiving celebrations through the lens of visual 

art. Visions of Gratitude invites participants on a cross-
cultural journey, examining how artists from diverse 

backgrounds, cultures, and time periods have expressed 
themes of gratitude, harvest, and community.  
Our November program will feature artworks 

spanning traditional, contemporary, and indigenous 
representations of thanksgiving; insights into 

cultural traditions surrounding gratitude and harvest 
celebrations from around the world; a discussion on 
how historical and modern artists have interpreted 

the spirit of Thanksgiving in their works, and a special 
focus on how the American Thanksgiving has been 
represented in various artistic styles and narratives.  

Registration is required at silcircleoffriends@gmail.com.

Holy Listening
Tuesdays, December 2nd to 23rd at 7 PM

Zoom

Join us for structured and welcoming faith sharing about 
Advent scripture readings. This is perfect for anyone 

seeking to deepen their engagement with scripture and 
listen deeply to how the Word of God impacts others.

To register, sign up at tinyurl.com/SILHolyListening. 
You will receive the Zoom link the day before the 

program begins. 

Contact Cynthia-Marie O'Brien at 
MCIP@nycignatius.org with any questions. 

All are welcome.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th
IGNITE Tech Support for Seniors Program.

12:30 PM. Parish House. Details at right.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17th
Roundtable Discussion on Aging and Isolation.

5 PM. Parish House. Details below.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20th
Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Service.

7 PM. Church. Details on page 3.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18th
Visions of Gratitude: An Exploration of Thanksgiving 

Celebrations through the Lens of Visual Art.
1 PM. Wallace Hall. Details at right.

Eat This, Not That! 
Exploring Kosher and Halal Food Traditions.

6:30 PM. Wallace Hall. Details on page 3.

Ranger Rosary Ministry.
7 PM. Parish House.

This Week at a Glance

Parish Mission Statement
The love of Christ impels us to welcome all, 

to worship joyfully and pray fervently,

to walk together with those in need, and

 to reverence God in the wonder of Creation.

Roundtable Discussion on 
Aging and Isolation
Monday, November 17th 

5 PM 
Parish House

The process of aging is not for the faint of heart. Not 
only is the body affected; it is also the psyche. For 

many, aging has become a solitary journey, either by 
circumstance or choice. Join us for a roundtable discussion 
as we listen to one another’s personal experiences of aging 
and how our lives have been affected by it, either in our 

own lives or in the lives of our friends or loved ones. 

Our conversation will begin with brief remarks by 
Dr. Anthony Lechich, Senior VP at ArchCare and 

Medical Director of Mary Manning Walsh Nursing 
Home, and Dr. Mark Nathanson, geriatric psychiatrist 

and Assistant Professor at New York-Presbyterian/
Columbia University Medical Center. 

Please RSVP at 
ignatius.nyc/roundtable-discussion-

on-aging-and-isolation 
or scan the QR code.



Snow Ball Dance 
Saturday, December 6th at 7 PM

Wallace Hall

Save a few places on your dance card for our 
annual Snow Ball Dance.

Join us for what promises to be a very merry evening.
Come eat, drink, and dance to live music by The 

Morris Brothers Band with your friends and fellow 
adult (21+) parishioners.

Tickets are $75 per person/$65 for seniors (age 60+).
Premium Tables for 10 guests are available for $1,000.

To purchase, visit 
ignatius.nyc/snowballdance
or scan the QR code at left.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at stignatiusnyc.

Book Launch: Sunday Homilies of 
Fr. William Bergen, S.J.

Wednesday, December 10th at 5 PM
Wallace Hall

Join us for the launch of the three-volume book series of 
Fr. Bergen's Liturgical Year A, B, and C homilies.

About the book series
Father Bergen's Sunday Homilies is a three-volume 

collection of reflections on the Sunday Scripture 
readings for each week of the Liturgical Year—Years 

A, B, and C, drawn from more than forty years of 
preaching at St. Ignatius Church in Baltimore and St. 

Ignatius Loyola Church in New York City.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Prayer Service
Thursday, November 20th 

7 PM
Church 

Please join us as we welcome outside faith communities 
in the area for an evening of togetherness in music, 
prayer, and reflection. All are invited to give thanks 

for God’s many blessings and to pray for peace in our 
world, our nation, our communities, and in our hearts.

A reception with drinks and light bites will follow.

All Hearts Together: 
A Mass for the LGBTQ+ Community

Monday, December 1st 
7 PM

Church 
Presider

Fr. Mark Hallinan, S.J.

Join us for a special Mass in observance of 
World AIDS Day.

Let’s come together in faith and solidarity, lifting up the 
LGBTQ+ community and all affected by HIV/AIDS.

Reception to follow in Wallace Hall.

Thanksgiving Food Drive
Through Sunday, November 16th

We're collecting canned goods and non-perishable 
items to help our neighbors in need during the 

Thanksgiving holiday. Your contribution matters!

Suggested Food Donations
Canned: beans, corn, green beans, yams, turkey gravy, 
cranberry sauce, tomatoes, other canned vegetables & 
fruits, chili, stew, soup, tuna, and other canned fish & 

meat, condensed milk 
Boxed or Bags: rice, pasta, dried beans, stuffing, cornbread 
mix, brown sugar, baking/pancake mix (e.g., Bisquick), 
shelf-stable milk, hot or cold cereal, instant soups, cake 

or brownie mix with frosting, shelf-stable milk 
Other: poultry seasoning and other seasoning, olive 

oil, or avocado oil in plastic bottles or cans 
No glass jars or bottles.

Items may be dropped off daily at the Parish House.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Eat This, Not That! Exploring Kosher and 
Halal Food Traditions

Monday, November 17th 
6:30 PM – Doors open

7 PM to 8 PM – Discussion and Q&A
8 PM to 8:30 PM – Reception and Light Refreshments

Wallace Hall 
Speakers

Rabbi Joel Mosbacher & Imam Gazi Aga
Moderator

Fr. Dennis Yesalonia, S.J.

Join the Ignatian Interfaith Ministry, Temple Sharaay 
Tefila, and Peace Island Institute as we explore the 

similarities and differences between kosher and halal 
food traditions. Learn the origins of these traditions 

and their importance in modern observance. This is a 
terrific event leading up to the holidays, when food is so 

integral to celebrations.

To RSVP, email 
ignatianinterfaithministry@gmail.com.

Ignatian Interfaith Ministry



Announced Masses and
Readings for the Week

Monday, November 17th 
(St. Elizabeth of Hungary)
1 Maccabees 1:10–15, 41–43, 54–57, 
62–63   Psalm 119   Luke 18:35–43
  8:30   MEM   Alice Maloney
12:10   MEM   Margaret Healy Bay
  5:30   MEM   John S. Dorio

Tuesday, November 18th
(33rd Tuesday in Ordinary Time)
2 Maccabees 6:18–31   Psalm 3   
Luke 19:1–10
  8:30   MEM   Jake Harvey
12:10   MEM   Manci Prouly
  5:30   MEM   Robert Chisolm

Wednesday, November 19th
(33rd Wednesday in Ordinary Time)
2 Maccabees 7:1, 20–31   Psalm 17   
Luke 19:11–28
  8:30   MEM   Carla Fendi
12:10   MEM   Joan Jenal
  5:30   MEM   Rafael Tapanes

Thursday, November 20th 
(33rd Thursday in Ordinary Time)
1 Maccabees 2:15–29   Psalm 50   
Luke 19:41–44
  8:30   MEM   Robert Blackstone, Jr.
12:10   MEM   Suzanne & Robert 		
	            Coleman
  5:30   MEM   Jay Moyer

Friday, November 21st
(The Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary)
1 Maccabees 4:36–37, 52–59   
1 Chronicles 29   Luke 19:45–48
  8:30   MEM   P.J. Feerick
12:10   MEM   Sose & Mark 		
	            Prekelezaj	
  5:30   MEM   Nathan Davidson

Saturday, November 22nd
(St. Cecilia)
1 Maccabees 6:1–13   Psalm 9   
Luke 20:27–40
  8:30   MEM   Mirleine Joseph

Sunday, November 23rd
(Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe)
2 Samuel 5:1–3   Psalm 122
Colossians 1:12–20   Luke 23:35–43

CHURCH OF ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA
980 Park Avenue at 84th Street • New York, New York 10028 

(212) 288-3588 •  Fax: (212) 734-3671 • ignatius.nyc

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Sundays at the 9:30 AM Mass.

Confessions   
4:30 PM Saturday, 6:30 PM Sunday, 

or by appointment.

Baptisms 
Please contact Maureen Haley at 

 baptisms@nycignatius.org
to arrange for a Baptism and 

the preparation given prior to Baptism.

Order of Christian Initiation 
for Adults 

Contact Maureen Fullam, M.A., 
Director, at the Parish House.

Marriages 
The Bride or Groom should contact 

Maureen Haley at 
weddings@nycignatius.org 

to begin preparation for Marriage, 
normally one year in advance.

Visits to the Sick 
Please contact the Parish House 

between the hours of 
9:00 AM and 9:00 PM.

Ignatian Young Adults (IYA)
For more information about our IYA 

ministry, email Jean Santopatre at 
santopatrej@nycignatius.org.

Religious Education
for Children

Ms. Kate Noonan, Director
(212) 288-3588 x609 

noonank@nycignatius.org

Saint Ignatius Loyola School
Upper Campus

(First Grade through Eighth Grade)
Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School

M.S. Ed. (Admin.), M.S. Ed. (Literacy)
48 East 84th Street

(212) 861-3820 | Fax: (212) 879-8248

Lower Campus
(PreK-3 through Kindergarten)

Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
240 East 84th Street

(212) 734-6427 | Fax: (212) 734-6972

Weekday Masses (Monday – Friday)
8:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 5:30 PM

Saturday: 8:30 AM
Masses for Next Weekend

Fr. Pennacchia
Fr. Hallinan
Fr. Casciotti
Fr. Yesalonia
Fr. Pennacchia

Saturday Vigil               5:30 pm
Sunday:	                         8:00 am
	                          9:30 am   
Festival Mass	            11:00 am
		             7:30 pm

  
Pastor

Rev. Dennis J. Yesalonia, S.J. 

Associate Pastors
Rev. Mark C. Hallinan, S.J.
Rev. Michael P. Hilbert, S.J.

Assisting Priest
Rev. James Martin, S.J.

Pastoral Year Priest
Rev. Jonathan P. Pennacchia, S.J.

In Residence
Rev. James A. Casciotti, S.J.

Pastoral Associates
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Kate Noonan
Brian Pinter
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Music Ministries

Scott Warren, Director 
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Director of Communications
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Director of Facilities   
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