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On the Feast of Christ the King

If you are familiar with St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises, then you know that Ignatius began to write them
during a prolonged period of intense personal prayer, seclusion, and mystical encounters, occurring over 11 months
as he sequestered himself within a cave in a small town called Manresa in Spain. The spiritual insights he gained
and the journals that he kept during that time eventually became a handbook of sorts for spiritual directors—an
instruction manual for those accompanying others wishing to make a retreat, which Ignatius called the Spiritual
Exercises.

What Ignatius was able to attain through the Exercises, and what he hoped to help others find in their own spiritual
lives, was a deep and personal relationship with God. This deep and personal relationship with God, in Ignatius’
experience, was wholly and completely rooted in love and freedom. And so, he believed that in deepening our
knowing of God’s fervent and abiding love for us (and expressing our own love for God in return), we then engage a
sense of spiritual freedom. Furthermore, as we learn to more fully embrace this spiritual freedom, we can then more
clearly discern God’s will for our lives and make choices accordingly. In a nutshell and in the words of Joseph Whelan,
S.J., the whole point of Ignatian Spirituality is this: to “Fall in Love, stay in love, and it will decide everything”

When I was a sophomore attending a Jesuit university here in New York, I had heard and committed to memory all
the Ignatian buzzwords but, had yet to fully grasp the point of it all. Enticed by concepts like seeking “magis” and
“finding God in all things,” I decided to go on a weekend retreat on a whim. Little did I know that on that retreat, I
would have one of my first deep encounters with the Spiritual Exercises—an experience that would eventually lead to
a lifelong appreciation for & commitment to living my faith through the lens of Ignatian Spirituality.

On that retreat, two Jesuit Scholastics who I had been studying with introduced us to the Contemplation on the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ, an extended prayer period which begins the second of four weeks in the Spiritual Exercises.
The “second week” focuses on getting to know and love Jesus Christ through contemplations on his public life and
ministry. This first contemplation begins with imagining two very different persons: first, a just earthly king with
immense power and wealth, a generous spirit, and leadership worthy to be followed and respected; and second,
Christ the King, more magnanimous and worthy of reverence and devotion—beyond even the most humble and
respectable of earthly kings—the only one who will be able to grant us the glories of Heaven that surpass our human
understanding. As I contemplated these two images, I remember sitting for quite a long time, surprised by how much
the prayer period was drawing out of me.

Up until that point in my own faith life, I had never really imagined Jesus in this way, as someone I could follow and
give my life for in an instant. Ignatius had been a soldier, so I imagined it must have been an easy metaphor for him
to fit himself into. I, on the other hand, had never wanted to be in the military or in politics. I wasn't even old enough
to vote! And yet still, the comparison unlocked something deep within me that I return to today as we celebrate the
Feast of Christ the King. It’s still difficult to put into words, but I have found myself continually pulled to follow this
King, Jesus the Christ—a King who knows me deeply, loves me, encourages me, and wants only the best for me in this
life and for Eternity.

If you are feeling pulled by a desire to learn more about Ignatian Spirituality and the Spiritual Exercises, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to me. The Father William J. Bergen, S.J., Office of Ignatian Spirituality & Faith Formation has
plenty of resources for you to avail yourself of, including a spiritual library, Spiritual Direction & retreat opportunities,
and much more to come. May we continue to love and be loved by our God, the great King of all kings.

— Roxanne De La Torre
Pastoral Associate



Parish Mission Statement

The love of Christ impels us to welcome all,
to worship joyfully and pray fervently,
to walk together with those in need, and
to reverence God in the wonder of Creation.

This Week at a Glance

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd
Guided Church Tour.

IGNITE Tech Support for Seniors Program

Sunday, December 7th
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM in the Parish House

Our parish is launching a new initiative bringing high
school students together with senior parishioners to
provide one-on-one technology support. Seniors are
invited to bring phones, tablets, or laptops for help
with everyday tech questions.

To express interest or ask further questions,
contact alexmarcus@gmail.com or visit ignite.nyc.

12:30 PM. Church.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Meeting.
7 PM. Parish House.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27th
Thanksgiving Day Mass.
9 AM. Church.
This will be the only Mass celebrated
on Thanksgiving Day.
The Parish House will be closed.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28th
One Mass will be celebrated
in the Church at 8:30 AM.
The Parish House will be closed.

2026 Lectures at St. Ignatius:
The Legacy of Pope Francis

Monday, February 9, 2026
Presenter: Rev. A.E. Orobator, S.J., Dean, Jesuit School
of Theology of Santa Clara University
Walking Together: An Eyewitness Account of Pope
Francis’s Legacy of Synodality and the Renewal and
Reform of the Church

Monday, March 16, 2026 “Laetare Lecture”
Presenter: Mr. Austen Ivereigh, Fellow in
Contemporary Church History, Campion Hall, Oxford,
England
Joy in a Time of Turbulence:
The True Legacy of Pope Francis

Monday, April 13, 2026

Presenters: Rev. James Martin, S.J., and Rev. Sam
Sawyer, S.J., Editors-at-Large of America Media
Francis the Jesuit: A Look at the Jesuit Roots and Ignatian
Spirituality of Pope Francis

Hark!: The Story Behind Our Most
Beloved Christmas Carols
Tuesday, December 9th
Noon in Wallace Hall
(Enter through the Parish House)

PRESENTERS
Fr. Ricardo da Silva, S.J., America Media
K. Scott Warren, Director of Music at St. Ignatius
Loyola

Everyone loves an encore! Back by popular demand,
Fr. Ricardo da Silva, S.J., Associate Editor at America
Media and producer of the renowned podcast, Hark!,
will be accompanied by K. Scott Warren, St. Ignatius
Loyola Music Director, to uncover more backstories of
our beloved Christmas Carols.

Christmas Carols have a centuries-old tradition.

Beginning around the first century, the music was
written to celebrate Christmas and the Nativity. Yet,
not all Christmas Carols began as sacred music. Some
have their origins in pagan songs celebrating the Winter
Solstice and medieval drinking songs sung in taverns.

Come and "sing in” this joyous season with Circle of
Friends, and enjoy "Cookies & Carols’, while expanding
our knowledge of how this body of music dedicated to
the Feast of Christmas developed. We'll sing and celebrate
Christmas and the community that has become the
Circle of Friends. Hope to see you there and we wish you
and yours a very joyful and blessed Christmas season.

Registration is required.
Register at silcircleoffriends@gmail.com.
There is no fee for this program, but a free will
offering is suggested.

St. Ignatius Has an App!

Low-Gluten Hosts

For parishioners wishing to receive a low-gluten host
at the distribution of Holy Communion,

It has never been easier to find current information
EaEwEE| on parish programming, participate in online
giving, learn about our ministries, and more.

To download our app, scan the QR code.

please speak with a Hospitality Minister.




All Hearts Together:

A Mass for the LGBTQ+ Community

Monday, December 1st
7 PM
Church

PRESIDER
Fr. Mark Hallinan, S.].

Join us for a special Mass in observance of
World AIDS Day.

Let’s come together in faith and solidarity, lifting up the
LGBTQ+ community and all affected by HIV/AIDS.

Reception to follow in Wallace Hall.

Holy Listening
Tuesdays, December 2nd to 23rd at 7 PM
Zoom

Join us for structured and welcoming faith sharing about
Advent scripture readings. This is perfect for anyone
seeking to deepen their engagement with scripture and
listen deeply to how the Word of God impacts others.

To register, sign up at tinyurl.com/SILHolyListening.
You will receive the Zoom link the day before the
program begins.

Contact Cynthia-Marie O'Brien at
MCIP@nycignatius.org with any questions.

All are welcome.

Snow Ball Dance
Saturday, December 6th at 7 PM
Wallace Hall

Save a few places on your dance card for our
annual Snow Ball Dance.

Join us for what promises to be a very merry evening.
Come eat, drink, and dance to live music by The
Morris Brothers Band with your friends and fellow
adult (214) parishioners.

Tickets are $75 per person/$65 for seniors (age 60+).
Premium Tables for 10 guests are available for $1,000.

To purchase, visit
ignatius.nyc/snowballdance
or scan the QR code at left.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday Evenings, December 2nd to December 23rd
6 PM to 8 PM
Church

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 6 PM. The
church will be open for private adoration until shortly
before 8 PM when the Blessed Sacrament will be
reposed and the church will close.

Book Launch: Sunday Homilies of

Fr. William Bergen, S.].
Wednesday, December 10th at 5 PM
Wallace Hall

Join us for the launch of the three-volume book series of
Fr. Bergen's Liturgical Year A, B, and C homilies.

ABOUT THE BOOK SERIES
Father Bergen's Sunday Homilies is a three-volume
collection of reflections on the Sunday Scripture
readings for each week of the Liturgical Year—Years
A, B, and C, drawn from more than forty years of
preaching at St. Ignatius Church in Baltimore and St.
Ignatius Loyola Church in New York City.

The Annual Appeal is Underway!

The Annual Appeal is an important source of funds
for the many ministries and ordinary operations
of the parish.

Please support your parish and contribute
to the Annual Appeal.

To give online, visit ignatius.nyc/
annual-appeal or scan the QR code above.

Emmanuel Has Come: Matthew's Gospel

for Advent
Tuesdays, December 2nd to 23rd at 7 PM
Parish House & Zoom

Matthew's Gospel enjoyed preeminence among our
ancestors in faith and has inspired every generation of
Christians. His story of Jesus begins with a perplexing

genealogy, then journeys through some of the most
memorable stories in scripture—the Magi, the Sermon
on the Mount, engrossing parables, captivating miracles,
a distinctive Passion story, and the Great Commission.

This 4-session course will serve as a general
introduction to this beloved text. Brian B. Pinter,
Pastoral Associate, will lead the discussion.

RSVP to pinterb@nycignatius.org.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at stignatiusnyc.

To receive regular updates on parish news and
events, scan the QR code or visit ignatius.nyc.
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PARISH STAFF Religious Education
for Children
Ms. Kate Noonan, Director
(212) 288-3588 x609

Associate Pastors noonank@nycignatius.org
Rev. Mark C. Hallinan, S.]. -

Rev. Michael P. Hilbert, S.J.

Pastor
Rev. Dennis J. Yesalonia, S.J.

Saint Ignatius Loyola School
Assisting Priest

Rev. James Martin, S.]. ) Upper Caml_) us
(First Grade through Eighth Grade)
Pastoral Year Priest Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
Rev. Jonathan P. Pennacchia, S.J. M.S. Ed. (Admin.), M.S. Ed. (Literacy)
In Residence 48 East 84th Street
Rev. James A. Casciotti, S.J. (212) 861-3820 | Fax: (212) 879-8248

Pastoral Associates Lower Campus
Roxanne De La Torre p

Kate Noonan (PreK-3 through Kindergarten)
Brian Pinter Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
Jean Santopatre 240 East 84th Street

Pastoral Assistant (212) 734-6427 | Fax: (212) 734-6972

Maureen Haley

Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Music Ministries
Sundays at the 9:30 AM Mass.

Jen Arvay Kefalas Robert Reuter
I():ﬁn}el- Beclé<w1th EI'M fha;lel\fheegz Confessions

ristina fay 1zabeth Van Os 4:30 PM Saturday, 6:30 PM Sunday,
Douglas Purcell

or by appointment.
Scott Warren, Director Y app

Baptisms
Please contact Maureen Haley at
baptisms@nycignatius.org
to arrange for a Baptism and
Elizabeth O’Sullivan the preparation given prior to Baptism.
Director of Facilities
Robert Cisternino

Assistant to the Pastor
Rebecca Brucas

Director of Communications

Order of Christian Initiation
for Adults
Contact Maureen Fullam, M.A.,
Director, at the Parish House.

Facilities Coordinator
Pattie Hughes

Parish Administrative Assistant

Caitlin Caruso Marriages
The Bride or Groom should contact

Maureen Haley at
weddings@nycignatius.org

Treasurer
Fernando Castro

Weekday Masses (Monday - Friday) to begin preparation for Marriage,
8:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 5:30 PM yoney ‘
Saturday: 8:30 AM Visits to the Sick
Masses for Next Weekend Please contact the Parish House
. . between the hours of
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm Fr. Yesalonia
Sunday: 8:00 aM Fr. Yesalonia 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM.
9:30 am Fr. Penr'lacchia Ignatian Young Adults (IYA)
Wallace Hall 11:00 am Fr. Hallinan For more information about our IYA
Solemn 11:00 aM Fr. Casciotti ministry, email Jean Santopatre at

7:30 pm Fr. Casciotti santopatrej@nycignatius.org.

Announced Masses and
Readings for the Week

Monday, November 24th
(St. Andrew Diing-Lac & comps.)
Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20 Daniel 3
Luke 21:1-4
8:30 MEM Katy Dyer
12:10 MEM Margaret Oswald
Manning
5:30 MEM Francis Mazurkiewicz

Tuesday, November 25th
(34th Tuesday in Ordinary Time)
Daniel 2:31-45 Daniel 3
Luke 21:5-11
8:30 MEM Jack Dyer
12:10 MEM Nick Pitocco
5:30 MEM William Powers

Wednesday, November 26th
(St. John Berchmans)
Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28
Daniel 3 Luke 21:12-19
8:30 MEM Martin Ingram
12:10 MEM Joseph Ignatius Kelly
5:30 MEM Mae & Charles
Tantillo

Thursday, November 27th

(34th Thursday in Ordinary Time)
Daniel 6:12-28 Daniel 3

Luke 21:20-28

Friday, November 28th
(34th Friday in Ordinary Time)
Daniel 7:2-14 Daniel 3
Luke 21:29-33
8:30 MEM Vincent Quinn

Saturday, November 29th

(34th Saturday in Ordinary Time)
Daniel 7:15-27 Daniel 3
Luke 21:34-36

8:30 MEM Buhee Gu & Bong Gu

Sunday, November 30th

(First Sunday of Advent)
Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 22
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:37-44




