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December 7,2025 | Second Sunday of Advent

Becoming Catholic. The Response Evolves...

[On December 7th at the 11 AM Solemn Mass, 30+ women and men will participate in the Rite of Welcome, the first
Rite leading up to their baptism and/or reception into the Church. Here is a reflection from Eunice An, who became
Catholic at the 2025 Easter Vigil.|

A recent Pew study of U.S. Catholics (8% of whom converted to Catholicism in adulthood) found that leading
responses were summarized as “came to believe in the teaching or historical foundations of the Catholic Church,”
“felt called to Catholicism/found it spiritually fulfilling,” and “the influence of family and friends.” About half of the
respondents became attracted to Catholicism through the positive influence of their spouse or partner.

If you asked me why I decided to come into Full Communion with the Catholic Church, my answer would have
depended on when along the continuum from my decision to attend Catholic Masses in New York after my mother
died through today (nearly two years later). This response changes as the many reasons that are lodged in my heart
have reached my consciousness gradually after homilies, readings, or conversations with other Catholics.

I was confirmed as a Presbyterian in 7th grade, but over the years have dropped in and out of different churches. My
attendance was more regular at one Protestant church where the homilies were delivered with such skill by the son
of a politician as well as at a Catholic church where the “Lamb of God” was sung along to the strumming of a folk
guitar and where I learned to love wishing strangers “Peace be with you.” Every Christmas Mass after college was
always spent in the company of my mother, who had returned to Catholicism after my parents divorced.

The kernel of an idea to become Catholic came to be after I saw how important my mother’s faith was to her during
her last months. It didn’t occur to me at that point that I would do anything more than find a Catholic church with a
good homily, where I would sneak in and out, anonymous.

At one of the Masses I attended while sampling the two Jesuit churches in the city, the Catechumens were presented
to the Parish community. I knew that I had to go through the process to become Catholic, not simply attend Mass. I
chose St. Ignatius because I felt at home here.

The Catechumens in this Sunday’s Rite will have shared their answer as to why they wanted to inquire into Catholic
faith in a small group at their first OCIA meeting. Some may have simplified it; others may have told a longer
version. While I can’t remember everyone’s story, I do recall enough to know that to try to reduce each of their stories
to one of the categories from the Pew survey would not do justice to any of their decisions.

This OCIA process is the beginning of a public and private journey which will extend well past the Easter Vigil when
these adults become Catholic. Some will be baptized, the rest will come into Full Communion with the Church or
complete their Roman Catholic Initiation. Perhaps their reasons will evolve as the St. Ignatius Parish community
affirms and prays for them at the end of the Rite on December 7th, or as they are moved by the kindness of the OCIA
Team, or as they find lifelong friends among each other, or as they join various ministries here and find community.

Maybe they will even wrestle with differences between their long-held beliefs and Catholic teachings and figure out
what they now believe or even how two seemingly paradoxical things can both be true. Pray that they do, that we all
do. Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief.

Peace be with you.
— Eunice An
Parishioner and 2025 OCIA Group



Parish Mission Statement

The love of Christ impels us to welcome all,
to worship joyfully and pray fervently,
to walk together with those in need, and
to reverence God in the wonder of Creation.

This Week at a Glance

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7th
Christmas Caroling.
1:30 PM. Vista Assisted Living Center.
Details on page 3.

IGNITE Tech Support for Seniors Program.
12:30 PM. Parish House. Details at right.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9th
Hark! The Story Behind Our
Most Beloved Christmas Carols.
12 PM. Wallace Hall. Details at right.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.
6 PM. Church. Details on page 3.

Emmanuel Has Come:
Matthew's Gospel for Advent.
7 PM. Parish House & Zoom. Details on page 3.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10th
Book Launch: Sunday Homilies of
Fr. William Bergen, S.]J.

5 PM. Wallace Hall. Details on page 3.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Meeting.
7 PM. Parish House.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11th
Ignatian Social Justice Meeting.
7 PM. Parish House.

IGNITE Tech Support for Seniors Program

Sunday, December 7th (Final Session)
12:30 PM to 1:30 PM in the Parish House

Our parish is launching a new initiative bringing high
school students together with senior parishioners to
provide one-on-one technology support. Seniors are

invited to bring phones, tablets, or laptops for help
with everyday tech questions.

To express interest or ask further questions,
contact alexmarcus@gmail.com or visit ignite.nyc.

Share Your Jubilee Pilgrimage Moments!

We invite all parishioners of St. Ignatius Loyola who
participated in this year's 2025 Jubilee anywhere in the
world to share their photos!

We are creating a special video/photo montage to
celebrate and show the global participation of our
parish family in this Year of Hope.

Please submit pictures of yourselves on pilgrimage
to communications@nycignatius.org by close of day
Wednesday, December 17th.

Be sure to include the full names of those photographed
and mention their relevant parish ministry (if applicable)
so we can properly acknowledge their journey of faith.
We look forward to seeing your inspiring photos!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Christmas Angels Gift Project
Through Sunday, December 14th

Thanks to the generosity of St. Ignatius' parishioners,
all but a handful of our 340+ Christmas Angels have
been spoken for! The remaining Angel cards are at
the receptionists’ office at the Parish House. You may
choose and register one or more Angel cards during
Parish House hours.

If we run out of Angel cards or if you prefer, you may
also leave a cash or check donation for the Christmas
Angels. Please make checks payable to: Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, and write Christmas Angels in the
memo line.

Hark! The Story Behind Our Most

Beloved Christmas Carols
Tuesday, December 9th at Noon in Wallace Hall
(Enter through the Parish House)

PRESENTERS
Fr. Ricardo da Silva, S.J., America Media
K. Scott Warren, Director of Music at
St. Ignatius Loyola

Everyone loves an encore! Back by popular demand,
Fr. Ricardo da Silva, S.]., Associate Editor at America
Media and producer of the renowned podcast Hark!,
returns with K. Scott Warren, St. Ignatius Loyola Music
Director, to share more fascinating backstories behind
our beloved Christmas carols.

Come “sing in” the season with Circle of Friends
and enjoy “Cookies & Carols” while deepening your
appreciation of the music that has shaped the celebration
of Christmas. Join us as we sing, learn, and celebrate the
community that is Circle of Friends. We wish you and
yours a joyful and blessed Christmas season.

Registration required: silcircleoffriends@gmail.com.
Free will offering suggested.




Book Launch: Sunday Homilies of

Fr. William Bergen, S.J.
Wednesday, December 10th at 5 PM in Wallace Hall

Join us for the launch of the three-volume book series of
Fr. Bergen's Liturgical Year A, B, and C homilies.

ABOUT THE BOOK SERIES
Father Bergen's Sunday Homilies is a three-volume
collection of reflections on the Sunday Scripture readings
for each week of the Liturgical Year—Years A, B, and C,
drawn from his time preaching at St. Ignatius Church in

Baltimore and St. Ignatius Loyola Church in New York City.
[OESAO] Fr. Bergen’s books are now available
gLz for order. For more information or to

A EEF
T HG% | purchase, please visit williambergen.com
or scan the QR code at left.
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Annual Christmas Concert: Gloria!
Sunday, December 14th at 3 PM and
Sunday, December 21st at 3 PM
Church

Featuring J. S. Bach's Cantata 191 Gloria in excelsis
Deo and culminating with "O Holy Night" and the
"Hallelujah Chorus" from Handel's "Messiah," our
Christmas concerts will inspire you and your family
during the height of New York City's dazzling holiday
season. Includes beloved carols for everyone to sing.

For more information and to purchase tickets,
visit ignatius.nyc/concerts/gloria.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tuesday Evenings, through December 23rd
6 PM to 8 PM in the Church

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at 6 PM. The
church will be open for private adoration until shortly
before 8 PM when the Blessed Sacrament will be
reposed and the church will close.

Christmas Caroling
Vista Assisted Living Center at 1261 Fifth Avenue

Our Ministry of Care to the Sick and Homebound brings
Communion each week to the residents of the Vista
Assisted Living Center, and we’ll celebrate Christmas
with them on Sunday, December 7th, at 1:30 PM.

We invite parishioners to join us in singing Christmas
carols and spreading joy to the residents.

For more details, email agmelanson@gmail.com.

Emmanuel Has Come:

Matthew's Gospel for Advent
Tuesdays, through December 23rd
7 PM
Parish House & Zoom

Matthew's Gospel enjoyed preeminence among our
ancestors in faith and has inspired every generation of
Christians. His story of Jesus begins with a perplexing

genealogy, then journeys through some of the most
memorable stories in scripture—the Magi, the Sermon

on the Mount, engrossing parables, captivating miracles,
a distinctive Passion story, and the Great Commission.

This 4-session course will serve as a general
introduction to this beloved text. Brian B. Pinter,
Pastoral Associate, will lead the discussion.

RSVP to pinterb@nycignatius.org.

IRA Charitable Rollover
(Qualified Charitable Distribution)

If you are age 70% or older and have an IRA, you may
make a tax-free Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
directly from your IRA to the Church of St. Ignatius
Loyola. In 2025, individuals may contribute up to
$108,000, or $108,000 per qualifying spouse if married,
without including the distribution in taxable income.

A QCD can be a meaningful way to support the mission
of the Church while also offering potential tax advantages.

We encourage parishioners to consult with their IRA
administrator or tax advisor to determine the
best option for their personal financial situation.
You may also contact our Treasurer, Fernando Castro,
for general questions.

Giving via Zelle

We are pleased to announce that parishioners can now
make donations to the Church of St. Ignatius Loyola
conveniently through Zelle. If you use online or mobile
banking, you can send your contribution directly from
your bank account with no fees.

To give via Zelle, simply use the following email:
church@nycignatius.org. In the memo line, please
specify the fund or intention you would like
your gift applied to.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support
of our parish. Your contributions make a meaningful
difference in sustaining our ministries and mission.

To download our app, visit
parishsolutionsco.com/ignatiusnewyork.
html or scan the QR code at right.
or scan the QR code at right.
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Dennis J. Yesalonia, S.J.

Associate Pastors
Rev. Mark C. Hallinan, S.].
Rev. Michael P. Hilbert, S.J.

Assisting Priest
Rev. James Martin, S.].

Pastoral Year Priest
Rev. Jonathan P. Pennacchia, S.J.

In Residence
Rev. James A. Casciotti, S.J.

Pastoral Associates
Roxanne De La Torre
Kate Noonan
Brian Pinter
Jean Santopatre

Pastoral Assistant

Maureen Haley
Music Ministries
Jen Arvay Kefalas Robert Reuter
Daniel Beckwith Michael Sheetz
Christina Kay Elizabeth Van Os
Douglas Purcell

Scott Warren, Director

Assistant to the Pastor
Rebecca Brucas
Director of Communications
Elizabeth O’Sullivan

Director of Facilities
Robert Cisternino

Facilities Coordinator
Pattie Hughes

Parish Administrative Assistant
Caitlin Caruso

Treasurer
Fernando Castro

Weekday Masses (Monday - Friday)
8:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 5:30 PM

Saturday: 8:30 AM
Masses for Next Weekend
Saturday Vigil 5:30 pMm Fr. Pennacchia
Sunday: 8:00 aM Fr. Hallinan
9:30 AM Fr. Pennacchia
Wallace Hall 11:00 AM Fr. Hallinan
Solemn 11:00 aM Fr. Hilbert

7:30 pMm Fr. Hilbert

Religious Education
for Children

Ms. Kate Noonan, Director
(212) 288-3588 x609
noonank@nycignatius.org

Saint Ignatius Loyola School

Upper Campus
(First Grade through Eighth Grade)
Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
M.S. Ed. (Admin.), M.S. Ed. (Literacy)
48 East 84th Street
(212) 861-3820 | Fax: (212) 879-8248

Lower Campus
(PreK-3 through Kindergarten)
Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
240 East 84th Street
(212) 734-6427 | Fax: (212) 734-6972

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays at the 9:30 AM Mass.

Confessions
4:30 PM Saturday, 6:30 PM Sunday;,
or by appointment.

Baptisms
Please contact Maureen Haley at
baptisms@nycignatius.org
to arrange for a Baptism and
the preparation given prior to Baptism.

Order of Christian Initiation
for Adults
Contact Maureen Fullam, M.A.,
Director, at the Parish House.

Marriages
The Bride or Groom should contact
Maureen Haley at
weddings@nycignatius.org
to begin preparation for Marriage,
normally one year in advance.

Visits to the Sick
Please contact the Parish House

between the hours of
9:00 AM and 9:00 PM.

Ignatian Young Adults (IYA)
For more information about our IYA
ministry, email Jean Santopatre at
santopatrej@nycignatius.org.

Announced Masses and
Readings for the Week

Monday, December 8th
(The Immaculate Conception of the

Blessed Virgin Mary)
Genesis 3:9-15, 20 Psalm 98
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 Luke 1:26-38

Tuesday, December 9th
(Second Tuesday of Advent)
Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 96
Matthew 18:12-14
8:30 MEM Simona Saracino
Fendi
12:10 MEM Reginald Lewis
5:30 ANN Catherine Scanlon

Wednesday, December 10th
(Second Wednesday of Advent)

Isaiah 40:25-31 Psalm 103
Matthew 11:28-30
8:30 MEM John & Margaret
Reilly
12:10 MEM David J. Ingran
5:30 MEM Deceased Members of
the Scanlon & McLoughlin Families

Thursday, December 11th
(Second Thursday of Advent)
Isaiah 41:13-20 Psalm 145
Matthew 11:11-15
8:30 MEM The Meehan Family
12:10 MEM Madeleine LeDrappier
5:30 MEM Living & Deceased
Members of the Wallace Family

Friday, December 12th
(Our Lady of Guadalupe)

Zechariah 2:14-17 Judith 13
Luke 1:26-38
8:30 MEM William & Ann Reilly
12:10 MEM Bradford Melanson
5:30 MEM Lindsey Marie Whalen

Saturday, December 13th
(St. Lucy)
Sirach 48:1-4,9-11 Psalm 80
Matthew 17:9a, 10-13
8:30 MEM Kathy Ann Porrazzo

Sunday, December 14th
(Third Sunday of Advent)

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10 Psalm 146
James 5:7-10  Matthews 11:2-11




