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Known and Loved

Jesus said to the Twelve: “Fear no one. Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.
What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not be
afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul and body
in Gehenna. Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s
knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.
Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever denies me before
others, I will deny before my heavenly Father.”

At the heart of this Gospel is this: we do not need to live in fear.

Three times Jesus makes a point to tell his disciples not to be afraid. After all, fear has a way of making our lives feel
smaller. Fear, too, can keep us from being honest with friends and family. Fear also prevents us from forming authentic
relationships. At its worst, fear can even make us doubt our own worth.

Of course, as we know, the disciples had reason to be afraid. Following Jesus would bring a slew of criticism, massive
amounts of rejection, and all sorts of misunderstandings. Yet Jesus calls them to live with courage because their lives
are rooted in something deeper than the implicit and explicit approval of others. They are rooted in the love of God.

My absolute favorite part of this Gospel is when Jesus points to the sparrows, these tiny creatures of little value. Yet, as
Jesus tells us, not a single one of them falls to the ground without God’s notice. How much more, then, does God care
for each one of us? It astounds the mind to imagine, but God knows us intimately. Every one of our joys, struggles,
hopes, and fears is known and held within God’s loving gaze.

As an LGBTQ Catholic, I find this message especially consoling. Like many in the community, I have experienced
moments of feeling unseen, misunderstood, or uncertain about whether I really belong within the life of the church.
And that’s why I have found this Gospel message so heartening: it reminds me that my belonging begins not with
human acceptance but with God’s unwavering love. Before anyone else knows my story, God knows it. Before anyone
else welcomes me, God does so first.

This Gospel also reminds us that God’s knowledge of us is never superficial. God does not love a perfect version of

who we are, who our friends think we are, who our family wants us to be. God loves the real person: our strengths, our
mistakes, our faith, our doubts, our gifts, our deep hurt, and our hopes. We do not need to earn that love. We need only
receive it.

Jesus invites us all to live from that place of quiet confidence and assurance. When we know ourselves to be loved by
God, we are freed from the need to hide. We become more capable of honesty, compassion and genuine discipleship.
We can walk humbly and proudly by God’s side.

That decision to trust that God’s love is greater than our fears is one we can choose to make every day. Our experiences
in the world often encourage us to conceal our vulnerabilities. But Jesus offers another way. He invites us to stand
confidently and humbly with God, knowing that like the little sparrow of the field, we are loved beyond measure.

“Do not be afraid.” It is not only a command, but a promise.
— Conor Reidy
Executive Director of Outreach
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This September at St. Ignatius

Sunday, September 13th
Festival Mass

The love of Christ impels us to welcome all,
to worship joyfully and pray fervently,
to walk together with those in need, and

. . Sunday, September 20th
to reverence God in the wonder of Creation. Fr. Dennis Yesalonia, S.J.'s Golden Jubilee
This Week at a Glance Sunday, September 27th

Welcome Back Sunday and Ministry Fair

SUNDAY, JUNE 21st

Lemonade Social.

% To receive regular updates on parish news and
12 PM. Outside the Parish House. Details on page 3. o tve regit at op part "

events, scan the QR code or visit ignatius.nyc.

From the Pastor

21 June 2026
Dear Parishioners,

With the end of the school year and the official beginning of summer upon us there will soon be a mass migration of
parishioners to their summer retreats and vacations. Before the exodus begins, I will update you on matters of the parish
that will occur during the summer months and into the Fall.

Sadly, we bid a farewell of sorts to Father Pennacchia. He has been assigned to Xavier High School on 16th Street and
will be teaching mathematics. It is our good fortune that he will continue to help us with our weekend Masses when his
schedule permits. Please join us in Wallace Hall after the 11 AM Solemn Mass on 28 June for a reception in his honor.

For several years, we have been very fortunate to have a newly ordained Jesuit priest join us for a year of pastoral ministry.
That will not be the case in the coming year. With Father Bergen no longer with us, we have been reduced to three full-
time priests at the parish. In the Fall, I will discuss with the Parish Council whether any changes are needed in our
schedule of Masses due to the heavy loads carried by each of the parish priests. As for the Parish Council, it met last
week to plan the next phase of implementing the Parish Vision Statement. We can anticipate several new initiatives and
programmatic activities in the coming year. I continue to be thankful to the members of the Parish Council for their
good counsel and support.

I am happy to report that we have established a wonderful relationship with our Jewish sisters and brothers at Temple
Emanu-el. In October we will initiate a series of discussions on the role of law in our respective faiths. I am grateful to
Father Hilbert for being our liaison with Temple Emanu-el in spearheading this exciting initiative. Also, in October we
are co-sponsoring, along with our Muslim friends at Peace Islands Institute, New York, a pilgrimage trip to the Andalusia
region of Spain, visiting the sacred sites of our three religions. If you are interested in joining us, there is current availability
to participate in the tour.

As you know from prior years, during the summer months there is a good deal of activity to address the maintenance and
repair of our physical plant. I am delighted to inform you that work will soon begin to restore and once again illuminate
the stained-glass window of the Resurrected Christ on the fagade of the church. For too many years it has been in
darkness. Work will also soon begin on a freshening of the reception area of the Parish House with a new coat of paint
and new seating. Beyond these cosmetic projects, we are taking a deep dive in how to address significant infrastructure
problems. The likely need for a major capital campaign to cover the costs of this work will be discussed with the Parish
Finance Commiittee.

A final note is one of wonderful news! I am happy to report that since June of last year 745 individuals have registered
as parishioners. By God’s grace, we remain a vibrant growing parish that has remained faithful to its mission as joyful
disciples of Jesus Christ.

May your summer months be filled with relaxation, a heavy dose of fun, and all God’s blessings.
Be assured of my prayers for your well-being and safe travels.

Sincerely in the Lord,




Lemonade Social
Sunday, June 21st, following the 11 AM Solemn Mass
Outside the Parish House

We will end the season with lemonade outside the
Parish House following the 11 AM Solemn Mass.

We will resume our Community
Coffee Hour in September.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Save the Date: Backpack Drive
Saturday, July 11th to Sunday, August 16th

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is sponsoring a
Backpack Drive to provide backpacks and school
supplies to students at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
School in Harlem. Donated items may be dropped off at
the Parish House. Staples gift cards are also welcome.

REQUESTED ITEMS:

o Backpack
o #2 Pencils

« Ballpoint pens, Black or Blue

 Small box of crayons
» Small box of colored pencils
o 2 Black Marble notebooks
o 3 Pocket folders, 8"X11",
any colors
o Small pack of wide-ruled loose leaf paper
o Eraser

o Pencil case

If you wish to order items online to be shipped
to the Parish House, please have the shipments
addressed: Attn: SVAP Backpack Drive.

Religious Education

Registration Now Open for the
2026-2027 Session of IREP

Register now for the next session of our Interparish
Religious Education Program (IREP).

IREP is an ongoing formation process for Kindergarten
to 8th-grade students. IREP is intended for children
who do not attend Catholic school but would like to be
guided in the Catholic faith.

ALL NEW FAMILIES:
The QR code at left is for New Families only!
Once you complete this form, the IREP office
will be notified and will review your application.

If approved, you will receive an automated email
from Parish Giving with login credentials for
an account that was created for you. Sign into

your Parish Giving account to make a payment
and select sessions for your child/ren.

ALL RETURNING FAMILIES:

If you're a returning family, please do not fill out the
form. You will receive an email from Parish Giving
on the morning that registration opens. This email

will contain login credentials for a Parish Giving
account that was created for you. There is no need
for you to create a Parish Giving account.

If registration opens, and you don’t receive this
automated email, please contact the IREP office at
212-288-3588 x609 or email noonank@nycignatius.org.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul welcomes all St.
Ignatius parishioners to volunteer with us—and join us
at our meetings for prayer, reflection, spiritual growth,

fellowship, and community service year-round.

Our regular meetings take place every other Wednesday at
7 PM in the Parish House. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, June 24th—and all are welcome!

For more information, please contact us at
svdpmembership980@gmail.com.

Guided Church Tour
Sunday, June 21st at 12:30 PM
Church (Meeting Point: Narthex)

The Church of St. Ignatius Loyola is a vibrant parish
community whose foundation rests on the faith, life,
and commitment of all who worship here.

We invite you to explore and learn more about our
beautiful church through our monthly tours.

To register, scan the QR code at left.

Group size will be limited, so registration
is required.

St. Ignatius Has an App!

To download our app, visit R
parishsolutionsco.com/ignatiusnewyork.html |G#,
or scan the QR code at right.

Parish Digital Publications

To access our Fiscal Year 2025 Annual Report,
visit ignatius.nyc/annual-reports.

The Vision Statement Implementation Plan
and the Laudato Si' Action Platform can be
found at ignatius.nyc/mission-and-values.
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Dennis J. Yesalonia, S.J.

Associate Pastors
Rev. Mark C. Hallinan, S.].
Rev. Michael P. Hilbert, S.J.

Assisting Priest
Rev. James Martin, S.].

Pastoral Year Priest
Rev. Jonathan P. Pennacchia, S.J.

In Residence
Rev. James A. Casciotti, S.J.

Pastoral Associates
Roxanne De La Torre
Kate Noonan
Brian Pinter
Jean Santopatre

Pastoral Assistant

Maureen Haley
Music Ministries
Jen Arvay Kefalas Robert Reuter
Daniel Beckwith Michael Sheetz
Christina Kay Elizabeth Van Os
Douglas Purcell

Scott Warren, Director

Assistant to the Pastor
Rebecca Brucas

Director of Communications
Elizabeth O’Sullivan

Director of Facilities
Robert Cisternino

Facilities Coordinator
Pattie Hughes

Parish Administrative Assistant
Caitlin Caruso

Treasurer
Fernando Castro

Weekday Masses (Monday - Friday)
8:30 AM, 12:10 PM, and 5:30 PM

Saturday: 8:30 AM
Masses for Next Weekend

Saturday Vigil

Sunday: 8:00 AM Fr. Tunney

9:30 AM Fr. Pennacchia
11:00 Am Fr. Hallinan
7:30 pm Fr. Hallinan

Solemn Mass

5:30 pm Fr. Yesalonia

Religious Education
for Children

Ms. Kate Noonan, Director
(212) 288-3588 x609
noonank@nycignatius.org

Saint Ignatius Loyola School

Upper Campus

(First Grade through Eighth Grade)

Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School

M.S. Ed. (Admin.), M.S. Ed. (Literacy)

48 FEast 84th Street

(212) 861-3820 | Fax: (212) 879-8248

Lower Campus
(PreK-3 through Kindergarten)
Ms. Mary Larkin, Head of School
240 East 84th Street

(212) 734-6427 | Fax: (212) 734-6972

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Resumes in September.

Confessions
4:30 PM Saturday or by appointment.

Baptisms
Please contact Maureen Haley at
baptisms@nycignatius.org
to arrange for a Baptism and

the preparation given prior to Baptism.

Order of Christian Initiation
for Adults
Contact Maureen Fullam, M.A.,
Director, at the Parish House.

Marriages
The Bride or Groom should contact
Maureen Haley at
weddings@nycignatius.org
to begin preparation for Marriage,
normally one year in advance.

Visits to the Sick
Please contact the Parish House
between the hours of
9:00 AM and 9:00 PM.

Spiritual Direction
For more information or for help
finding a Spiritual Director, please
contact Roxanne De La Torre at
delatorreR@nycignatius.org.

Announced Masses and
Readings for the Week

Monday, June 22nd
(12th Monday in Ordinary Time)
2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18
Psalm 60 Matthew 7:1-5

8:30 LVG Rev. John Butler
12:10 MEM Martin Philip

Murphy
5:30 MEM Nathan Davidson

Tuesday, June 23rd
(12th Tuesday in Ordinary Time)

2 Kings 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36

Psalm 48 Matthew 7:6, 12-14
8:30 MEM Richard McGill

12:10 MEM Richard McGill
5:30 MEM Marcia Fazzari

Wednesday, June 24th
(The Nativity of St. John the Baptist)

Isaiah 49:1-6 Psalm 139

Acts 13:22-26

8:30 MEM Richard
Hollingshead

12:10 MEM Helen Regan

5:30 MEM Thomaz K. Sieh

Thursday, June 25th
(12th Thursday in Ordinary Time)

2 Kings 24:8-17 Psalm 79
Matthew 7:21-29
8:30 MEM Anthony James
Marzano
12:10 MEM Linda Rohan
5:30 MEM Susan Von Der Osten

Friday, June 26th
(12th Friday in Ordinary Time)

2 Kings 25:1-12 Psalm 137
Matthew 8:1-4

8:30 MEM Dorothy LeBeau
12:10 MEM Olympia Esposito
5:30 MEM William Powers

Saturday, June 27th
(12th Saturday in Ordinary Time)

Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19
Psalm 74 Matthew 8:5-17
8:30 ANN Jack Kehoe

Sunday, June 28th
(13th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a Psalm 89
Romans 6:3-4, §-11
Matthew 10:37-42




